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Mission Without Borders is able to have a good impact on children’s lives thanks to you, our CRI sponsors, whether you are sponsors of children in Children’s Homes or in communities, through our new CRI in Community Programs in Moldova and Romania. It is also a great opportunity for you and your sponsored child to get to know one another.  There is no doubt you have a great impact on the educational and emotional development of your sponsored child. When they receive letters and photos and even parcels containing items such as sweets, school supplies, toys and clothes, the children feel (often for the first time) that there is somebody somewhere who is thinking about them, loving and appreciating them. This more often than not leads to a greater self-confidence and changes begin to take place in their lives.
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Your involvement and contact with your sponsored child is a great blessing, but the regular visits of the Mission Without Border’s Coordinators, provide immeasurable joy! The children are often bubbling over with excitement as they see the CRI coordinators’ cars approaching their Children’s Home. On arrival, the CRI coordinator is surrounded by the children whose first question is about their sponsors and if they have received any news or communication from them. 

Most of the children receive photos from their sponsors. They are careful with the pictures and some are able to place their photos above their bed in the dormitories. Many consider their sponsors to be their best friends. Having a sponsor and learning that they are cared for by someone, even though he or she is far away from them geographically, is so important for the children. They feel loved and unique in this world. “I love my sponsor, because he is a generous person. Every time I receive a communication from him, all my troubles go away, because I know that my sponsor will encourage me through his kindness and the care he offers me. I take great care of the photos of my sponsor and I hang them on the wall above my bed. Every time I look at the picture, my thoughts fly to my sponsor. Every night, I look at the picture and say ‘good night’ and every morning I say ‘good morning!’ My sponsor is special. I will always be grateful to my sponsor, always!” said Alexandru, from Telenesti Children’s Home in Moldova.    
Alexandru’s cool teenage exterior hides his true connection to this sponsor!
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Mihail is always smiling. He is in 6th grade at Orhei Children’s Home. He is very happy to have a sponsor, to know that he is cared about and loved.  “Not many children have the chance to have a sponsor. Having a sponsor makes me feel happy and special. Even though I don’t feel the love and care of my parents, my sponsor shows me a lot of love. When I receive a gift from my sponsor, I feel that somebody thinks about me and cares for me. I am very happy knowing that my sponsor, although far away, cares for me. He is my best friend”.  
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 Smiley Mihail!

Ecaterina is an energetic and positive girl in 7th grade. For Ecaterina and many other children at the Children’s Homes, the only gifts they receive are from their sponsors. “I have six sisters and two brothers. My mother works as a hairdresser. I see how she puts all her effort into providing for us. Unfortunately, the money she earns is not enough for all our daily needs, meaning there is never any money left over for presents. I can’t remember the last time my family gave me a present. When I receive a letter or present from my sponsor, I am so happy! I read the letter over and over until I learn it by heart!”  
Ecaterina loves to learn her sponsor’s letters off by heart!

Through their sponsors, the children see God’s love for them. Even though most never have the chance to spend time face-to-face getting to know their sponsors, they often want to emulate the same generosity and compassion they have experienced from their sponsors and help those less fortunate than them. Galina is in 6th grade, “I see God’s love for me through my sponsor. My sponsor is a great example of generosity to me. When I grow up, I want to help children in need as my sponsor is helping me now. If I did not have a sponsor, I would feel lonely and sad. My life would be so different because nobody would think about me.” 
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Mr. Gheorghe Darie, the Vice Director of Ungheni Home in Moldova, was keen to express his opinions on the importance of Mission Without Border’s sponsors for the children in Children’s Homes, “Having a sponsor is a great joy and provides hope for the future for a child in a Children’s Home. The children realise that there are warm-hearted and generous people who like to help others. Considering that the funds offered by the government to Homes are very limited, the children’s everyday lives would be very different without the help of the sponsors. The children would become pessimistic, passive and would lose their self-confidence. The sponsors encourage them and make them understand they are not alone in their life’s troubles and everyday difficulties.”   

Recently, Maria Babak of MWB Ukraine wanted to share what you really mean to the children.  She sees the many letters that go back and forth, needing translation. For her it is crystal clear that although material help is enjoyed and treasured, first and foremost, most children just love communicating with their sponsors who really care about them.
She recently met Yulia (13) after a lesson and surprised her with a letter from her sponsor. She was very happy to receive it and couldn’t wait for Taras (the CRI coordinator for her Home) to translate it. “My sponsor… He is my best friend! I love corresponding with him. I would love to meet him and talk face-to-face. He always writes to me about his son and his achievements and sends photos of him and his family. 
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Yulia’s sponsor is her best friend!

Maryna (12) has had a very difficult life. Her parents abandoned her. Her father found another woman, while her mother chose alcohol over her children. Her brother is in prison for murder. “I like corresponding with my sponsor. I think people that live abroad are so interesting. They live such different lives to those who live in our village. They don’t seem addicted to alcohol and have great loving families. My sponsor is from Norway. She writes regularly to me about her family and her grandchildren. Every time she writes, she encloses some nice stickers for me because she knows I like them. She gives me presents for Christmas. This year I received a hat, scarf, mittens, watch and lots of sweets!”
Maryna’s difficult life is so much better thanks to the encouragement from her sponsor!
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Natasha (8) met her sponsor last year! During the autumn visit of sponsors from Great Britain, her sponsor came to meet her and brought presents! “It was a surprise for me when my sponsor came to see me last year! I like to wear the pink vest she gave me. When I put it on, I think about her. She sends me letters and photos of her and her family. It was so great we had a chance to meet face-to-face. I would love to visit her and am waiting for her to visit again. I also want to learn English, because I want to read her letters myself. Please send her my greetings!”
Please be encouraged that your sponsorship is making a difference. I also hope these testimonies encourage you to put pen to paper and write to them. What seems like such a small, insignificant thing means the world to your sponsored child. They may or may not have the ability or confidence to reply, but do not let that stop you – it is all very much appreciated! Imagine the smile on your child’s face when the MWB Coordinator arrives at their Children’s Home or Community Centre and tells them they have a letter just for them!




