Torchbearer

News from MWB’s Family-to-Family Sponsorship Program   June 2011
Having Sponsors is a real blessing
Although the Girla family’s story is cruel, God had a great plan for the salvation of every member of the family. He cares about His children and always prepares a way to help release them from the webs of desperation and hopelessness. He finds resources to comfort and encourage those who rely on Him. God provided Mission Without Borders and the Family-to-Family (F2F) program as sources of help and hope in their time of greatest struggle. 
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This struggling family from northern Moldova consists of three members: mother, Elena, and her two children; son Alexandru (16) and daughter Dumitrita (14). The father of the family, Vasile, passed away in 2004 after a heart attack. One year later, in 2005, Elena was diagnosed with breast cancer. In the darkest time in their lives, when doctors did not give her any hope of recovery, God had a great plan to heal Elena not only physically but spiritually too. “I was just one step away from death but in those moments of desperation, Mission Without Borders was my refuge. Mission Without Borders is still a ray of hope and encouragement for us. During the period when I was ill, I discovered how good God is. The coordinator, Veceslav, visited me every Sunday, together with his wife. They read from the Bible and encouraged me to rely on God in our difficulties. We enjoyed worshipping the Lord together many times. After each meeting, my heart was strengthened and my soul was comforted. Both my children and I felt His peace in our hearts and home,” shared Elena.  
Elena, Alexandru & Dumitrita

Since 2005, the Girla family has benefitted from emotional, spiritual and material support from Mission Without Borders. Even though Elena is employed as a teacher of geography and history at the state school in Cajba village, the salary she receives is just enough to cover the barest of essentials. She cannot afford to buy clothes or provide school supplies and the luxury of paying for her children to attend Summer Camp has always been out of the question. In addition to regular food and hygiene parcels, MWB and their sponsors have also provided many useful items such as furniture, a stove, a refrigerator, clothes and shoes.
In addition to this material support, the children of the Girla family have had the chance to hear about Jesus Christ and His love for them. Through this, they made the decision to receive Him as the Lord of their lives. They are happy because they have learnt and know that Jesus is holding them in His strong arms. Alexandru and Dumitrita have participated in a number of spiritual and educational activities organised by Mission Without Borders. They loved Summer Camp, where the Christian Input performances taught them the truth about Jesus’ birth and death. They have loved participating in the Bible Correspondence Courses (BCC). “I remember how happy I was when I received my first diploma from Mission Without Borders (after completing the first course). I was running about and jumping for joy down the road and showing my diploma to everyone I met in the street. The road back home seemed very long. It was the same as ever but I was eager to meet my mother and share my joy with her!” shared Alexandru.
[image: image2.jpg]



[image: image3.jpg]


Dumitrita is younger but just as thankful for all she has learnt, “I am so happy that I am able to write to Mission Without Border’s BCC staff. They are so kind. We talk about a lot of interesting things in our letters. I have received answers to all the questions I had and even improved my relationship with my schoolmates.  My life has begun to make sense. I have started to be more grateful and respectful of older people. I have even become a more diligent pupil,” confessed Dumitrita. 

Elena believes that if you want your children to become hardworking, you have to give them responsibilities. Alexandru has a lot of responsibilities and is the family’s pillar. He helps his mother with various household chores and is also a good protector and helper to his younger sister. Although he is only 16, he is very responsible. He takes care of all the animals, including the cow and birds. His dream is to raise cattle and produce honey. Helping the Girla family and supplying them with the necessary things in life offered them a ray of hope. Through the support offered by Mission Without Borders, the children of the Girla family do not go to bed hungry and enjoy a peaceful childhood with their mother. 
The Dema family lives in a rural area of Albania. 
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Since they were enrolled in Mission Without Border’s Family-to-Family program, their life has changed. They recently wanted to explain what it means to have sponsors. For this shy, downtrodden family, it is a remarkable thing to have people on the other side of the world, in far away countries like Australia, caring enough to provide for your basic needs as well as encourage you as you heal and work towards self-sufficiency. They are ever so thankful as this love and support has given them the courage to fight through the obstacles in their way, accept the challenges and ultimately improve their lives. 
     Korab (14), Bedrie (46), Eglantina (10) and Valmira (13)
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The Dema family lives in a small house with a garden, in which the mother plants vegetables to provide food for the family. Their father is always out and about hoping to secure any kind of temporary employment opportunity in the construction industry. It can be so demoralising to return home empty-handed and without work. 

Carrying water is part of the daily chores
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Bedrie is a caring and committed mother who shyly shared what it means to have sponsors, “Having sponsors means care, love and not fighting life’s battles alone. Since the caring people from Mission Without Borders visited our home, I have felt a greater motivation to carry on. I have learnt that there are some good people in this world. Even before receiving any material help, I felt the touch of their caring hands. Our sponsors are helping me improve my spiritual and emotional state. I feel close to them and closer to God. The conditions my family lives under used to be difficult. With three children, my unemployment and my disabled husband constantly trying to find work, it has been tough. The children felt depressed because they could not be like other children. Slowly but surely our lives have changed. Two years ago, a sponsor from Mission Without Borders donated us not only regular food help but also the sofa on which our youngest daughter now sleeps. She had nowhere to sleep prior to that. We received other large gifts too: a washing machine, a wardrobe and an oven to cook on. I thank my sponsors who, without even knowing us, have helped us in so many different ways. 

The eldest daughter, Valmira (13), also wanted to share, “My family consists of five members. Despite our economic difficulties, I am in 7th grade and feel happy because we receive help from our sponsors and Mission Without Borders. It feels so good to receive help from someone. No matter how small or large the extent of the material help is, it’s important because it has been given with so much love. Without the help of our sponsors, our lives would be very difficult. This aid is a token of love and great generosity. Without it, our lives would be so much harder and more depressing.













                              The cow is the family’s main source of nutrition
Thank you for making your support possible. Families are supported, renewed with purpose and more united as they weather the storms of life. Please take the time to encourage your sponsored family. Whether it is a short letter, using the communication sheets we provide, birthday or Christmas cards with a photo of you and your family slipped in, all are a tremendous encouragement to them.
