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Then Everything had Meaning
Written by Drazan Jarak- MWB Bosnia Herzegovina
Through the F2F program, Mission Without Borders Bosnia and Herzegovina helps approximately 110 families with their Spiritual, Emotional, Educational and/or Material needs. This wouldn’t be possible without the help of our sponsors. 
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This is the testimony and thoughts of one of our beneficiaries, Snjezana Kurtanovic, whose family is sponsored by Australian families: “Life in Bosnia and Herzegovina isn’t easy at all, even if you have a job. When you have four children and no source of income, you are in real trouble in this country. Even though it is hard to live here, there are good times and valuable things such as love, family harmony and faith in God. I know God has plans for everyone. I’m aware that our hard life is part of God’s plan.
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By chance, in 2005 with the help of some people I know, I got to hear about Mission Without Borders and I went to their office to ask if they could help me to provide some food for my children. Mission Without Borders took me under their wing and then everything had meaning. Even though I was already happy with everything I had received from Mission Without Borders, my coordinator told me that there was also a sponsor ready to support me.
Rifo, Snjezana and their children.
Through MWB’s help, my children (Selma, Elma, Samra and Selim) were dressed, shod, fed and fully satisfied. My son, who was three years old at the time, didn’t only have to hope that he would have some milk to drink; he had as much as he wanted. The cow we received from a donor was worth a month’s salary. My children no longer needed to sleep on sponge mattresses on the floor, as our sponsor bought beds for us. From time to time, our coordinator would ask what the greatest need was for my family. As soon as I answered, our need would be fulfilled. To my questions as to where all these things came from, the coordinator replied, ‘From your Sponsor’.
           Selim with a toy car from his sponsor 
In 2008, I suddenly became very ill and was diagnosed with angina and cancer. I don’t know how I could have fought that battle without Mission Without Borders. 
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When one of my sponsors realised how ill I was, there were no limits to how she and her family helped me. When I understood that there was someone that I had never met who wanted to help me and be there for me during my worst nightmare, it gave me new strength to fight on. I believe that God connected me with my sponsor through Mission Without Borders at the time when I most needed help.                                         
The sponsors helped Snjezana with extra food and medications.
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This is not just about me, as there are a number of families in Mostar and other towns in Bosnia and Herzegovina that Mission Without Borders is helping. We are all blessed by the fact that each one of us is a part of the Mission Without Borders program and that we have sponsors. Having someone and being aware that there is somebody, somewhere who is ready to help during every difficult moment in your life is wonderful. I believe that God himself gave us these people. It is invaluable when somebody remembers the birthdays of each family member, when you receive Christmas cards and gifts and when your children are able to go to Summer Camp, where they are provided with everything they need and even more than that; food, clothes, shoes, medication, medical staff, lots of fun, joy and singing for the Lord. They are sad when they come back and can’t wait until the following summer. 
I would like to have the chance, once in my life, to be a sponsor to people in need. I know what it means to live under difficult conditions. I wish that each and every one who ever has been, or is a sponsor to be blessed by God and that God will watch over all their ways and deeds. I want to say that to be a sponsor to someone is a great thing. I would also like to add that my sponsors will remain in my heart for a long time, even when I cease to be a beneficiary of Mission Without Borders.

To our dear sponsors: please continue doing what you do and allow God to bless you. Greetings from the bottom of my heart.”                         The family received Seeds of Hope from MWB 
Thank you for all that you do to encourage, support and bless the family that you sponsor. Snjezana’s story is a testimony to how important you are in the life of the family you sponsor. Together, with the Field Staff and MWB Coordinators, we are able to make a difference in the lives of these needy families by showing them the love of God and give them meaning to life.
