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News from MWB’s Family-to-Family Sponsorship Program
Christmas brings joy

In spite of bitterly cold December temperatures, dozens of smiling children rushed toward the Children's Cultural Centre in Durres, Albania on Christmas Eve. After a few minutes, the Christmas party began. 250 children from Durres, Shkallnur, Sukth, Fllaka and other villages took part. Coming to the centre of town near the sea in Durres is a special event for everyone. However, it is particularly exciting for the children and their parents who have travelled from the villages, as travelling from remote villages is rarely entertained because of the distance and cost. It was a day of joy, entertainment, worshipping the Lord and sharing the love they have discovered in Jesus. At the front of the Centre was a board wishing everyone, "Merry Christmas from Mission Without Borders and the Evangelical Church."  Similar parties were held across town with our other church partners. Putting smiles on children’s faces through Christian outreach activities, the giving of presents and sharing the meaning of Christmas are without doubt the most touching activities for all Mission Without Borders Albania staff at the end of a tiring year. The excitement of all those attending bubbled over, so we would love to share some of their joy with you:
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“Look at me! I feel so good! It’s Christmas and I have my own Bible. I dreamt about having my own Bible for the longest time. I want to wish you all a Merry Christmas from the bottom of my heart.” (The joy boiled over as she sang the song 4 times!) Erisa (10)
“I'm so happy that I am here celebrating the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ today. It is a special day. Last year was my first Christmas celebration where I got to know Jesus Christ. After that, I began to go to church. My parents are happy because my results at school are getting better and my behaviour, too!”  Fatjona (9)
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“I'm really happy to be here. My family lives in the village and there are seven of us. One of my sisters has problems speaking and because of that, she has never gone to school and is illiterate. My mother is a housewife and my father works occasionally in the building industry. We have never had the opportunity to celebrate this new and exciting feast in my family, so I am enjoying every moment of this wonderful event and when I go back to school after the holidays, I’ll share it with my friends. I believe that God never abandons us and this party is an example of that. Sula (12) from the remote village of Fllaka.
“I have never been to Durres before and it is the first time I have celebrated Christmas with my children. There is a really nice, warm and cosy atmosphere despite the cold temperatures. My family is newly enrolled in the F2F program and here we are, taking part in a wonderful party. The children are excited to know that they're going to get at least one Christmas present this year. Putting on this wonderful party like this, it gives our children hope, knowing that people care about them. It warms their hearts and our’s too”. F2F Mum, Have Doci, (52).
Christmas parties were enjoyed by all F2F families in our six field countries. It was a great chance for the clear message of Christmas to be communicated. As the parties drew to a close, Christmas gifts were delivered from sponsors. If you were able to purchase a gift this year for your sponsored family, please find enclosed the thank you card from them. 
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We would also like to share some of the thank you cards from other families to encourage everyone and to  portray what this project means to all the families:

“Thank you very much for thinking of us and giving us this great joy for Christmas. Each one of us found something in the parcel that brought us happiness. We are thinking of you with love and we feel you are close to us. We wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!”

“Your gift has been one of the most beautiful things at the end of this year. May God bless and protect you”
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“Today we received beautiful Christmas gifts from you, which the Mission Without Border’s Coordinator brought to us. We are super excited! You are very kind. In this parcel we found wonderful presents for the entire family. Thank you very much for your generous heart and these wonderful gifts. We wish you all the best in 2011.”

Thank you for supporting your family this past year. Your regular sponsorship enabled us to provide great material assistance throughout the year and this has been badly needed with the affects of the Global Financial Crisis still crippling our field countries. This tangible help has been joined with priceless emotional and spiritual support which the families treasure. Educational help has come in the form of assisting families with what they need to send their children to school and allowing many others to access the great vocational training courses providing opportunities for skills and a chance at self-sufficiency. 
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When celebrations like Christmas roll around, thanks to your sponsorship, we are able to hold wonderful Christmas concerts and plays, which they just love! 
Thank you for playing such an important role in supporting your sponsored family as they battle poverty and try their best to work toward self-sufficiency.

At a time when our own country is struggling to rebuild from natural disasters, thank you for remaining committed to your F2F family in Eastern Europe. The need in Eastern Europe remains critical, and when disaster strikes, they never have the luxury of relying on the government for any kind of support.

If you are in a position to sponsor another family, we have so many families daily on the doorsteps of our field countries begging for our support. If you can, we have details of some families waiting for support listed on our website, www.mwb.org.au or contact our office.

Christmas was a special time to show your sponsored family you care. Please do not forget to encourage them during the year. A card, a photo of you and your family, even a short message on a communication sheet we have provided for you, will encourage them as they endure poverty but also strive for self-sufficiency!
May the Lord bless you for your generosity and partnership with Mission Without Borders!
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