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Dreams can come true!
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A recent visit to the Mezi’s home by our Albanian colleague, Valdet, revealed a very happy scholarship student: 
The visit to the Mezi’s family home is touching and leaves an impression on everyone. The face of the eldest daughter, Marsida, is smiling. We feel welcomed. The conversation with her, her sister and her mother Fatmira, who raises her two daughters alone, confirms their hopes for the future. Offering us a cup of tea, Marsida shows the photo taken during her graduation ceremony. It was one of the most beautiful days of her life. 
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Marsida, Fatmira & Sulltane outside their home.
                                                 
   Marsida Mezi at graduation

We find her happy, although her background and the environment around her is gloomy and sad. In Albania, the Roma community (of which the Mezi family belong) faces a very difficult life. Illiteracy, unemployment, discrimination, poverty and poor health characterise this community. In the front of Marsida’s house is a mud yard. The road is unpaved. The home of the Mezi family is located in one of the neighbourhoods of the city of Durres. It used to be a warehouse and has been adapted to create a living space. The family was forced to move there after their previous house was demolished. However, inside the house, the atmosphere is very warm and welcoming. 
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A simple home, but big dreams
21 year-old Marsida had the will to study and needed support to challenge reality and improve her life. She lives with her mother and her younger sister. Marsida’s father passed away seven years ago due to untreated diabetes. Due to the family’s poor financial situation, Fatmira was unable to afford further education for her daughters because as she says, “There are no opportunities for free education without money”. Fatmira is fortunate enough to have employment as a cleaner, but her small salary is barely enough to buy bread, let alone support the educational dreams and aspirations of her daughters. She had the desire for her daughter to finish her studies to be a nurse. Her desire and Marsida’s dream have been realised thanks to a scholarship she received through Mission Without Borders. This summer, she graduated from the University of Durres in Nursing. 









The narrow path close to the Mezi home
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Building capacity for self-sufficiency: From a scholarship, to their Australian sponsors funding Special Projects for urgent needs for the family, including new beds for Marsida and her sister.
After finishing the 3-year course, she is looking forward to receiving the results of her application to do a postgraduate masters degree at Tirana State University. 

Marsida hopes to find a job that will eventually change their lives. 
As Marsida and her family have been assisted in meeting their basic needs (through our Family-to-Family program), they have completely changed their outlook on life. As a result, Marsida wants to help the community to which she belongs.
Marsida and her family are so grateful for the opportunity to continue her studies. “I would like to thank you for offering me such great support. I don’t know my donor personally, although I long to do so. I am grateful to them for all they are doing for me and my family. May God bless them for their kindness! I will never stop thanking them from my heart for supporting my education. They are providing a bright future for me and my family. I will also provide aid to the poor children and elderly that need my professional and human support. All that has happened is better than my wildest dreams. They didn’t remain stashed away in a drawer, but became a reality! I have many reasons to be happy.”  
The Chancellor of Durres State University, Agim Kukeli, expressed his admiration for Marsida."She really deserves the support that you have given her. Many other children from poor, Albanian families and from vulnerable social groups only have the opportunity to go to primary or high school. Marsida was given the opportunity to study and she is making the most of it for her future.” 
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Thank you for your support of this great Scholarship Fund. To have someone believe in you enough to support your educational dreams and aspirations is amazing for these students. They are students from Children’s Homes as well as students from poor families, like the Mezi family. Thank you for making their dreams come true!
Many more lives have been transformed, such as Bogdan in Romania, who is in 5th year medicine whose ultimate dream is to become a cardiologist. They now have, thanks to the support of donors like you, futures ahead of self-sufficiency with an ability to not only support themselves, but their families as well – the perfect antidote to breaking the cycle of poverty that has trapped them for too long.
If you would like to share this story with others who may be interested in supporting needy young people to have a better future through our Scholarship Fund, please pass this on or contact us and we will happily to send you further copies.

Thanks for your partnership.
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Bogdan and another scholarship recipient
Michelle Dorey
National Manager
Mission Without Borders Australia
PAGE  

