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Diploma Brings Job Opportunities and Self-Sufficiency
Thank you so much for your support of our Vocational Training Pledge Program.  Your ongoing support is enabling us to provide vocational training opportunities to thousands in Children’s Homes, as well as teenagers and adults from families we assist. The courses differ in each field country, but the results are fantastic as we see young people who previously were facing a future of long term unemployment and great struggle, transformed into skilled, enthusiastic students ready to face the job market.

The overall picture of the labour market of the European Union (of which Bulgaria and Romania are members and our other field countries would dearly love to join) shows a wide range of possibilities. Most of the jobs available, however, are for applicants who know foreign languages, have computer skills or special qualifications. This leaves people who are unqualified, have not worked with computers and do not speak English behind. In addition, employers tend to set age limits for positions; mothers are also indirectly discriminated against as employers prefer candidates with minimal personal commitments. In the big cities, there are a greater number of possibilities, but when it comes to the groups mentioned above, finding a job is tough. Many disadvantaged people start working to earn a living and end up in a vicious circle of limited possibilities. They are underpaid and struggle to make ends meet. They cannot afford to gain another qualification or take computer or language courses. 
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Bridging the gap for young people who lack education and skills is at the heart of our Vocational Training Projects. Understanding the education system of our field countries, reveals the gaps trapping the poor. Schooling generally does not start until age 7 and continues through primary school, junior high school and then onto senior high school.  Free education is non-existent in most of our field countries, but compulsory education finishes at 8th grade with only those with financial means progressing further to senior high school. 
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Mission Without Borders Romania has developed a successful project aimed at addressing those who graduate at or below 8th grade. These students did not have the chance to continue their education because their families were simply too poor to afford the fees and school supplies or because they have grown up in a Children’s Home and didn’t have anyone to support them. MWB Romania sponsors three vocational courses in tailoring, carpentry and car mechanics. After the students graduate, each student is assisted in finding employment and becoming self-sufficient.

Ligia is a member of the Avram family who participates in our Family-to-Family program. Now 25, she looks back and sees many challenging times during her life. Up to the age of 11, she lived with her parents and siblings. However, her family suffered significant financial problems and the fighting amongst family members over these struggles was intense and destructive. One day, her father got drunk and abused Ligia. This experience changed her life forever. Following the abuse she lived in two different Children’s Homes in the space of two years. Her life in the Homes was extremely harsh and even now, years later, she recalls how the older children used to bully her. At the age of 16, she was taken home by her parents; despite the fact their financial situation had made no improvement.
In 2006, Ligia’s fortune changed when she was invited to attend the Mission Without Border’s Tailoring Course. She was so happy to accept this great opportunity, knowing without it her future was bleak, as she had only completed 8th grade. “This course meant so much to me,” says Ligia, “It was such a wonderfully positive environment! Not only did we learn vital skills, but we often studied the Scriptures. I will never forget those times!”
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 Ligia explained that she was very focused during the classes because she realised how important it was to be skilled in what you do. This attitude helped her when she applied for a job. Two months after graduating, she secured a job as a tailor. She worked there for three years and was very happy to be earning her own wages and living a self-sufficient life. Unfortunately, the company that she worked for went bankrupt due to the financial crisis and she became unemployed. She has not been able to secure a new job for a few months, so please pray for her; for the Lord to supply another great job opportunity for this motivated young lady.
One added blessing of the Tailoring Course through MWB is that Ligia was given a sewing machine on completion of the course. This has allowed her to sew for herself as well as sew for others to earn an income to meet her needs. It has been encouraging to look over the last few years of Ligia’s life and see a young woman, who although scared by life, is now skilled with a positive outlook on life.  
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In Bulgaria, the pressures on education and employment continue to leave the poor at a great disadvantage. Through the Community Centre Program in Bulgaria, Mission Without Borders has offered a response to this situation by providing Computer and English language training to young and middle-aged unemployed people and professionals, who need to increase their qualifications in order to find employment. This English Course provides teachers and a curriculum in accordance with the European Language Competency Framework. 
Tsvetomira Bratanova (30) was one of the students of the English language course at Sofia’s Pentecostal church, run by Mission Without Borders. Tsvetomira story is inspirational -she dreams big! She dreams of being a famous opera singer! With all the extravagant culture of Europe and the Arts, English language proficiency remains a necessity. For Tsvetomira, she has always been passionate about music, particularly classical. Despite growing up in an extremely poor family she excelled in a local music high school and dreamt of attending the National Conservatorium in Sofia. After failing the entrance exam, she was discouraged, but not beaten! She worked at whatever casual job she could find and kept fighting. It soon became clear however, that her talent was unquestionable but her limited knowledge of English was restricting her ability to excel in this competitive profession.  This prompted her to join the English language course at Sofia’s Pentecostal Church. The building blocks for proficiency were established and she thoroughly enjoyed the emotional and spiritual support offered to all participants. She juggled all of this course work with ministry in church and has finally completed a Masters degree in Opera Singing. Her greatest dream is to now use her talent to bring glory to God.
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Tsvetomira showed great diligence and motivation in progressing with her English Course studies, improving on her limited knowledge of English. God blessed her efforts with a better employment opportunity, where she could practice her language skills and receive a better income. Tsvetomira recently shared with us about God’s faithfulness and His care for her, “I was so thankful for the chance to study English. I used to lack focus in my life, but I now see God’s plan for my life revealed. The English Language Course was a vital building block that has enabled me to fulfill the criteria necessary to enjoy success in my profession. I have now been accepted into the National Musical Theatre Choir and we are busily practicing for some wonderful upcoming performances. Despite this busy schedule, I remain committed to furthering my knowledge of English, thanks to the great start I gained at Mission Without Borders! I look forward to my future now and hope I have many opportunities to bring Glory to God in my life”.

Thank you for making it possible for our Vocational Training Projects to continue and flourish. I look forward to sharing more of these inspirational stories in a few months time.  

God bless,
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Michelle Dorey
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