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News from MWB’s Family-to-Family Sponsorship Program

Trust and Belief, even during the most difficult times
According to statistical information from the United Nations Development Program, Moldova is considered to be one of the poorest countries in Europe. More than 26% of its population live in absolute poverty, receiving a miserable monthly income of just $30. With very few possibilities for employment, many Moldovan families from rural areas live in desperate conditions. In order to overcome this bleak situation, families try to explore all opportunities they can find to break this cycle of poverty. They join the more than 1,000,000 Moldovans who migrate abroad in order to find better paid work (there are villages in which more than half of the population work abroad) and they do temporary work to earn money for their daily needs. In addition, there are people who fall into the depths of despair and become alcoholics; they just give up fighting for themselves and their families. However, most people in the villages are hard-working and try to open and develop small businesses. For example they own small pieces of land and try to build greenhouses in order to grow cucumbers, tomatoes and raise animals for sale.  
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The Munteanu family is enrolled in Mission Without Borders Moldova’s Family-to-Family Program (F2F). The family lives in Sculeni village, close to the Romanian border. Radu and Liuba are the loving parents of Jasmina (7) and Marius (4). They are a Christian family who love Jesus with all their heart. 
The history of this family began when Radu and Liuba met in the town of Balti. Radu was studying engineering and Liuba was studying Foreign languages at Balti University. They came to the Lord at university and soon married. The Lord soon put a heavy burden on their hearts to spread the Gospel and be prepared to go wherever the Lord sent them to proclaim the Message to those who had never heard. God sent them to Ploiesti, in the Prahova district in Romania to work as missionaries.
 After two years of intensive work and positive results, they planted a church. In spite of this, they missed their extended family terribly. They dearly wanted to return to their homeland to tell their relatives about Jesus.  “I was very glad for our ministry in Ploiesti. God blessed us and helped us to plant the church and to reach people for Christ. However, it was very painful to know that we were helping others to get to know Jesus when our own parents were not saved. I wanted to come back home so much to tell all my relatives, ‘God loves you. Just listen, follow and serve Him!’ I wanted them to know God and I realised that we were the ones most likely to be able to find a way into their hearts,” expressed Liuba. God heard their prayers. Although they knew that they would have to start from nothing when they came back to the village, they put their trust in God for their future. 
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They moved into Radu’s parent’s house and helped wherever they could. They put their energies into caring for the animals and working the land. Radu really struggled being unemployed as he was dedicated to being the provider for this family and was unable to do so. He searched and searched and finally was able to secure a job in the local car repair’s workshop in the village. Once they were settled in the village, they couldn’t ignore the need to plant a church. They managed to plant a Pentecostal church, affiliated with the national denomination. With God’s help, Radu is presently responsible for the church’s small congregation. 
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For a long time, Liuba was the Mission Without Border’s Emotional Support teacher at Sculeni Children’s Home. She is presently working with children and the elderly in the village, at the community centre based at the church. There is also a soup kitchen, where the needy can receive food and counselling. God saw their strong desire to serve Him and helped them to get through the difficult times they were having when they first came back to the village. On top of working in the church’s community centre Liuba is thrilled to contribute to the family’s expenses by working in administration for a local bakery. “I thank God so much. I came to work here when our family was in debt. I hoped to ease the burden on my husband. Now I am so thankful. God has helped me advance to the point that I am able to rely on a stable job that contributes to my family’s income and welfare,” expressed Mrs. Liuba. Despite this, this lowly paid job never comes close to providing for their ongoing needs.
Determined to be self-sufficient, Radu was thrilled when one of their sponsors funded a Special Project to open a Barber’s Shop in their village. It provided the funds to buy the essential equipment needed. The business is struggling with the current economic crisis, but Radu cannot stop thanking God for the blessing they have received. “God doesn’t abandon His children. Time and again He has worked in wonderful ways in our family!” shared Radu. 
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Since their enrolment in our F2F program in 2005, the Munteanu family has been praying for their own home. There was not enough space for all four of them to live together in Radu’s parent’s home. Thanks to the money they saved and the help of their parents, the family found an old house in the village. It was a cottage with three rooms and a small kitchen that needed to be completely restored. “We understood that we would need to work hard in order to completely renovate the house and provide an adequate home for our children, but at least it was ours. We saw it as God’s wonderful provision for our family,” shared Radu. 
The house doesn’t have an inside bathroom, but the family has grown accustomed to these conditions. During the summer season, the “bathroom” is outside while during the colder seasons, the family uses the kitchen. It’s really difficult, especially with children, who are so sensitive to cold temperatures, but they do not complain. 
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Without running water, it is great the well 
is not too far from their home.

Mission Without Borders Moldova’s F2F coordinator, Adrian Ariton loves visiting the Munteanu family.  They love the fellowship and are thankful for all donations received. “We thank the Lord there are people who love and serve Him and work in His field, helping families like ours who are struggling. May He richly reward everybody who contributes to our welfare,” expressed Liuba.
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It is our privilege to support the Munteanu family through the F2F program. We have no doubt they will always work their hardest to obtain self-sufficiency and when they do, we are sure they will share their resources with others. The situation in Moldova’s villages is primitive and yet here is a family, working with all their energy, to provide for their family’s needs, while sharing the Gospel to those who need to hear about the Lord!

The family’s outdoor bathroom

Please pray for your sponsored family and all involved in this wonderful ministry. If you or those you know, would like to sponsor an additional family, in any of our field countries, including those newly enrolled in our new F2F program in Bulgaria, please contact us- we have many families waiting.
God bless and thanks for your partnership,

Michelle Dorey 
National Director 
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