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GROWING UP WITHOUT PARENTAL CARE

Out of nine million Ukrainian children, 65,000 live in Children’s Homes. Poverty, unemployment, alcoholism and drug addiction are the main reasons why parents are unable to raise their own children. Thousands of children run away from the violence that reigns in their homes. They find shelter on the streets, where they risk being infected with tuberculosis and AIDS from using drugs. Many others run away from their homes because they have been left alone to fend for themselves when their parents have moved abroad in search of work. Despite the efforts of the government to stop the abandonment of children, to create foster families and others forms of family units for children, the number of children in Children’s Homes is increasing.

The children in the Children’s Homes are lonely. They lack the parental care and attention that adults provide. The teachers can’t give them everything they need. They teach them during school hours and the carers often just make sure the children are healthy, fed and clothed. They don’t have time to listen to the children’s stories, thoughts and feelings. That is why the Mission Without Borders Coordinators are very special to the children. When they visit, they not only spend time with the children, listening to their news, thoughts, fears and dreams, they usually bring something special for the children: clothes, shoes or stationery. Most of them also work at the MWB summer camps. It is during the camps that the children get very close to the Coordinators. 
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One much loved Coordinator is Ivan Babchanik. Whenever he is seen with the children, it is noticeable to everyone how excited they are! They rush out to meet the MWB car when it enters the schoolyard. They run straight to Ivan, gather round him and try to tell him their news, talking over the top of one another. He often gets to listen to stories he wishes he had never heard.
At Berezne Children’s Home, almost every child is living with harrowing memories. The children are shy and reserved, though first impressions of lively and chatty children mask their true feelings. 

Inga, Bogdan and Valeriy are friends. Inga and Bogdan are the same age. Valeriy is a classmate of Inga’s brother, Andriy. Andriy is a very reserved boy. He keeps everything to himself and doesn’t want any contact with the coordinators. The others (Ivan, Inga, Valeriy and Bogdan)



                 always share their thoughts and secrets with Ivan.

Valeriy is 15 and in Year 9. He has been at the Children’s Home since the day he started school. He is a clever, handsome boy, who loves sport and handicrafts. In his spare time he loves taking apart TVs and CD players and putting them back together again. Although there are many positive aspects of Valeriy’s life, he has had a hard time.  His mother left him and was deprived of her parental rights. Valeriy doesn’t know his father at all. His mother is currently in prison for the second time. This time she is serving five years for selling drugs. Valeriy is very bitter about this, as he would love to have visits from his mother. However, it is very difficult to arrange a meeting between someone in prison and a child in a Children’s Home, as they need a letter of approval from the courts. Valeriy has shared on many occasions that he feels lonely as he is an only child and the only one who occasionally visits him is his aunt. He spends his school holidays at Summer Camp and other institutions, when his Children’s Home closes down for the summer. He would dearly love to feel the warmth of a home and have someone who truly cares for him. 

Inga’s story is also traumatic. She is 12 years old and she has an older sister and brother. They have no knowledge of their father. Inga’s memories date back to the time when life was good: the siblings lived happily together with their mother and grandmother. 
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Then, when she was five, her grandmother died. Their mother became so depressed she became mentally ill and began drinking and smoking heavily. The children witnessed her suicide attempts on several occasions. Their mother often had hallucinations, during which she would shout to Inga, “Get away, Satan!” Finally, when Inga was in third grade, they were taken to Berezne Children’s Home and their mother was deprived of her parental rights. 
Inga sometimes meets her mother in the street when she visits her aunt, during the school holidays. She says that she wants her mother to stop drinking, but she never wants to live with her again. She dreams of a new family. 
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Bogdan is 12. He is very clever, but because of his mother’s neglect, he is in the 5th grade, although he should be in 7th grade.. His father abandoned the family early in his life and then later, his mother was deprived of her parental rights. Last year, Bogdan went to Mission Without Border’s summer camp and Ivan was his carer. Ivan shared that at first, the boy was so shy and reserved that it was hard to involve him in the camp activities. It took time before he opened his heart. Bogdan would love to move back to his family. However, his mother doesn’t have a job and is unable to provide for him and although he has two older married sisters, they are not interested in him either.
These children need psychological support to encourage healing of their emotional wounds, rather than allowing circumstances and neglect to leave permanent scars on their memories and characters. They need to be shown love and respect, for someone to accept their individuality, showing faith in them as individuals, rather than simply just one in a crowd at a Children’s Home. 

















                 (Ivan and Bogdan)
However, we know that you understand these needs all too well, and that is why you sponsor a child or children in a Children’s Home or Community in Moldova, Romania or Ukraine. Thank you so much for your support of your sponsored child. Your support provides for the comprehensive practical needs of your sponsored child and the Home or Community they live and study in, but it also provides them with a MWB Coordinator who has a passion for the Lord and every child in that Home. They believe that every child deserves to hear that they are loved and treasured by our Heavenly Father, who will never leave or abandon them and will love and accept them no matter what. 

If you can manage it, please take the time to write to your sponsored child and let them know that you care. Soon we will send you the details about our Christmas Gift opportunity, where you can purchase a Christmas gift for your sponsored child, which will be purchased and packed in our field countries. Be sure to send a Christmas card as well for us to send on to them. For children who are lonely like Bodgan, Inga and Valeriy, this will mean so much!

Having just returned from meeting with our field colleagues, they want to express their thanks for your support. Although policies are changing in relationship to how Children’s Homes are to be run and their future viability, at the heart are children who simply need to be cared for, shown they are valued and loved. Please take some time to pray for the children and the many MWB Coordinators. Summer Camps are currently underway and then the Coordinators will begin their well-deserved annual holiday. Pray for the children as the Children’s Homes are closed for the summer; for their safety, wellbeing and hopefully some fun time in the short Eastern European summer.

God bless
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