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News from MWB’s Family-to-Family Sponsorship Program
The Spirit of Christmas!
It has been a very long and very cold winter this year in our field countries. Weather reports showing temperatures between -10 and -20 and even -25 degrees Celsius barely begin to explain the difficulties experienced by your sponsored family and the staff and volunteers of Mission Without Borders who are committed to helping wherever they can. The financial crisis and Swine Flu that has swept through the region has also added to these difficulties.
However, right in the midst of this struggle, came wonderful Christmas parties, Christmas plays, puppet shows and gifts we were able to give to your family! Grinding poverty, intense cold and the added threat of Swine Flu meant December would probably be a very hard month for your family, so this made our wonderful staff and volunteers all the more determined to make the Christmas celebrations a joyous time to remember!  
As is customary at this time of year, each Field country used the opportunity to remind the beneficiaries about the true meaning of Christmas. Here are the accounts from Albania and Moldova:
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 Veronica Popa, Communications Manager in Moldova shared:
 “This year, the Christian Input team of MWB Moldova prepared a nice Christmas performance which was performed in Children’s Homes as well as in Communities of Family-to-Families. They loved watching the performance and receiving presents. 

The performance was called “An Important Guest.”  It is a story about a family- a mum, dad and their two beloved daughters who prepare themselves for the holiday. 
The daughters clean the house, the mother prepares the meal, and the father has gone to buy presents. The postman comes and brings a telegram to the family which announces that Jesus will come to visit them. 

 The entire family prepares for meeting Jesus… Suddenly, the doorbell rings. The entire family is happy that Jesus Christ has arrived. They open the door, but to their surprise, there is an old man instead. They were waiting for Jesus Christ, but an old man came. The family has invited the old man to come in and warm himself. The family continues to wait for Jesus Christ, but during this time an orphan girl comes along, then an old woman and a boy who had lost his money. The daughters of the family told their guests that they are waiting for Jesus Christ. 

As Christmas Day wears on, the father reads about Jesus Christ’s birth from the Bible. After reading the passage, they greet each other on this Christmas holiday and give presents to their guests. The guests then leave, but their daughters were very sad: They had a nice holiday, had guests in their home, but Jesus did not come to visit them. As they sat down, very disappointed, they heard Jesus’ voice: ’My friends, I visited you today. I was a stranger and you invited Me in. I was hungry and you gave Me something to eat. I was thirsty and you gave Me something to drink. I was very cold and you warmed Me. Everything you do to people in My Name, you do to Me.’  The entire family was then happy that Jesus Christ visited them in the appearance of the old man, the orphan girl, the old woman, and the boy who lost his money. 
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The message of this story showed and encouraged the audience that Jesus Christ can always be present in their houses and lives if they welcome Him in. The F2F families watched the play intently and absorbed the powerful message. 
After the play finished they received the Christmas presents and sweets.

May God bless all who made this possible and may the Christmas message live in the hearts of MWB’s beneficiaries in Moldova!”

Monika our Manager in Albania shared:

“Today (December 22nd), the Christmas Gift Campaign was successfully completed.  617 family parcels and 105 children parcels were distributed in total to the beneficiaries of Family-to-Family. Thanks to the generosity of the sponsors, we were able to provide family parcels for every F2F family and make everybody happy and feel equally taken care of.  Despite the exceptional load of work during the month of December, we managed to finish just in time for Christmas, so that the distributions and the parcels gain their real meaning. The radiant smiles of the children, the gratitude of the parents, the joyous Christmas atmosphere soothed the austerity of their poverty and the bareness of their surroundings. We felt privileged to be able to distribute gifts on the Eve of Christmas, that moment when God gave a most wonderful gift to humankind.”
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If you were able to purchase a Christmas Gift (from our 2009 F2F Christmas Gift campaign) for your family, please find enclosed a thank you card from them to you. If you were unable to purchase a gift, do not worry. Some sponsors were able to purchase additional gifts for other families, which mean every family sponsored by Australians was given at least two gift parcels. For those able to purchase additional gifts, please find a thank you card from each family who benefited from your generosity. 
Thank you so much for your support of your sponsored family. As you have read, Christmas 2009 was very special for them, and your continued support all year round means we are able to do our best to meet their comprehensive needs.

 Please do not forget to encourage them during the year. A card, a photo of you and your family, even a short message on a communication sheet we have provided for you, will encourage them as they endure poverty but also strive for self-sufficiency!

May the Lord bless you for your generosity and partnership with Mission Without Borders!
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