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The Excitement of Christmas!
Winter has been particularly harsh and long in Moldova, Romania and Ukraine this year. Written reports of -10, -15, -20 and even -25 degrees Celsius barely begin to explain the difficulties this puts on your sponsored child, the Children’s Home they live in and the staff and volunteers of Mission Without Borders who are committed to helping wherever they can. This has been further compounded by the financial crisis and Swine Flu sweeping through the region. [image: image1.jpg]SQucable. :Dvw&




However, amidst these struggles came the absolute thrill and joy of Christmas parties, Christmas concerts, plays, sweets and wonderful Christmas gifts made possible thanks to your support! 

There is no doubt a child, without loving parents capable of providing their basic needs, may feel the loss at this time of year. Many of these children would give up all the gifts in the world for parents who can provide a safe and loving home for them. This breaks our heart and I know it touches yours. Praise God that MWB has the opportunity to share in the Children’s Homes, through fun plays, concerts and puppet shows, the Christmas message of Jesus God’s Son, who came to earth as a baby and is now our Saviour,   
[image: image2.jpg]



To top off a wonderful Christmas celebration, we were able to deliver a Christmas Gift to your sponsored child. If you were unable to purchase a gift for your child this year through our Christmas Gift Campaign, do not fear; they did not miss out. Every child received a gift, as some Australian sponsors were able to fund additional gifts for other children. 
For those able to purchase gifts, please find enclosed the thank you card from your sponsored child. For those who were able to purchase additional gifts, you have also received thank you cards from those children. 
I love seeing children open gifts, and the opening of these gifts would have been very special. The children were not going to sit around a Christmas tree on Christmas day, laden with gifts and an overflowing table for a Christmas feast. You brought Christmas into their lives by this gift and your regular sponsorship support enabled us to throw a wonderful Christmas party with sweets and treats – thank you so much!
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Our Field countries were able to purchase and pack the contents of the gifts in their own countries, thus stimulating the local economies and ensuring the children received gifts they needed most.
This campaign was a great success and we thank you so much for your support. Your regular financial support helped make this Christmas celebration extra special but also provides so much all year round – thank you for making our ministry possible. 
If you sent a Christmas gift and/or card to your sponsored child, this was a great encouragement for him or her. Please don’t forget to write to them this coming year. A birthday card, a postcard, a letter (on the communication sheets we provide), a photo of you and your family, may seem small, but they will be treasured by your sponsored child. You may not receive long letters in return but please encourage them where you can.

If you are in a position to help additional children we have many more waiting for sponsorship. Visit our website for the details of some of the children waiting www.mwb.org.au or contact our office.

May the Lord bless you for your generosity and partnership!
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