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Delivering the Spirit of Christmas to the poor

The Eastern region of Romania is
one of the poorest parts of the
country. Families live in small houses
made of clay, without water, gas or
electricity. Most work in agriculture,
but the summer drought destroyed
their crops and they were forced to
sacrifice their animals because they
had nothing to feed them.

In Cotul lui lvan, most of the families
are poor. They live on social allowances
and what they can produce in their
small gardens. The houses are made of
clay and during winter it's freezing
inside. The children cannot attend
school everyday because they don't
have clothes, shoes or school supplies
and their priority is helping their
parents find something to eat
otherwise they go to bed hungry.

The Muscalu family is one such
family for whom each day
represents a new day of worries.
Every morning, the parents — Mihai
(32) and Mihaela (31) — worry about
how they will feed their four children —
Dana (8), Claudia Mariana (6), Daniel
Mihai (5) and Andreea Elena (2).
Mihaela is pregnant and within a few
months, the family will have a new
member. The place they call home
cannot be called a house. It is made of
clay; has a small hall, another room,

the family from the freezing outside
temperatures. This family has two beds
and a small stove, made of bricks.
They don’t even have a table on which
to eat or a cupbaord to keep their
clothes. Their clothes are dirty and
worn-out and the lack of available
water makes it impossible for the
family to keep up any acceptable level
of hygiene.

The Muscalu family has a cow and a
horse. The milk they obtain from
the cow is the only constant source
of food for the children. The father
used the horse for the occasional
agricultural work he was able to
secure, but a few months before
Christmas the father had an accident
and had to have an operation on both
hands. He now has restricted use of
his hands and this has gravely affected
the family’s situation.

The Operation Christmas Love (OCL)
parcel this family received was a
precious gift; a gift sent by God in one
of the most difficult periods of their
lives. Enduring the level of poverty they
are trapped by, suffering from constant
illnesses because they do not have
adequate winter clothing and shoes
and surviving on a few litres of milk
and some flour, the situation of this
family was perilous! Their table was

,, ﬂwﬂ@z«wﬁﬂw? call, home cannot be called, a house”

with no flooring. The ground is clay,
and that's why the family never take
off their boots. They have no electricity
and use candlelight in the evenings.
The doors and windows are not
sealed, making it impossible to protect

bare for Christmas and they were
hoping for a miracle! The parcel they
received was the answer to their
prayers. “These food supplies will help
me prepare a Christmas meal for my
family. We hope to buy some meat

from the children’s allowances for this
special occasion. Thank you for helping
us and for making our children smile,”
said Mihaela Muscalu.

The parcels were a real blessing to all
the families. Most of them thanked
our workers and volunteers with tears
in their eyes because the moments
when generous people remember and
help them are rare. MWB's workers
and volunteers shared the Gospel to all
who received the OCL parcels,
reminding them of the meaning of
Christmas - the celebration of Jesus’
birth, God’s Son who was sent to Earth
to die for our sins. The people were
touched by the Gospel message and
understood that all these wonderful
blessings come from God.

The Muscalus family is just one poor
family who received OCL parcels for
Christmas. In 2007, MWB delivered
30,000 parcels containing flour,
sugar, rice, cereal, salt, pasta, oil,
tea, lollies, school supplies, towels,
Christian literature and in addition,
some special items purchased
locally that the beneficiaries loved.
Families, the elderly, disabled, churches
and workers in the Children’s Homes
all enjoyed the wonderful parcels —
THANKS TO YOUR GENEROSITY!




_ An extra special blessing for
Family-to-Families and Sponsored Children!

Operation Christmas Love
blesses thousands of families,
children, elderly and disabled.

In addition, for the first time last
year, we were able to offer a large
scale Christmas Gift List for your
sponsored children and sponsored
families. For those able, you
responded with amazing generosity!
We hope most have received their
thank you cards, but we would like
to share with everyone the joy three
families experienced, when on
Christmas Eve, they received their
extra special, generous gifts from
their Sponsors!

The gifts donated and delivered on
Christmas Eve created enthusiasm
and brightened the faces of those
Family-to-Families who continue to
be overwhelmed with poverty. Every
parcel they touched was considered
a real blessing and the love
conveyed from afar helped in
assuring this region, that the true
meaning of Christmas is the
celebration of the birth of Jesus, the
Saviour of the world!

“Thank you from the bottom of
our heart for this wonderful gift!
May our Sponsors be blessed, our
second family that through their
donations have turned the important
events of Christmas, into a time of
celebration for our families

exclaimed Zyber and Shkendije
Meta. With tears streaming down
her face, Shkendije continued,
“We were just thrilled when we
received the presents from our
Sponsors. There is so much love
in this parcel conveyed to us by
our Sponsor's family..."

It is the first time the Himadhi
family have decorated a
Christmas tree. Lindita was
now able to place presents
under the tree, in the
form of gifts from their
Sponsors. “This year
we'll have a blessed
Christmas. We send

A BIG THANK YOU

to our generous
Sponsors who made
this possible! Our
Sponsors have helped
and motivated us to
gradually change and
improve our life, and
receive Jesus in our
hearts. It's their great
support that has

drawn us closer to

Him.”

If you would like to join the large
Thank you for your love, care army of people sponsoring children
and support of your sponsored and families through Mission
families and children this year. Without Borders, we have many
Your love in word and deed means  children and families waiting —
so much! contact us or view our website

(www.mwhb.org.au) for details!

19



sl & 2 MYV i e

0

20

e Rl e Me ] e VY

e & 0 sae A O> &V E 3

on Winten Rescue -

THE LOVING GIFT OF WARMTH

L
%’. Misiun

¥ |'.'-;JI":T||-“_.

As much of the world gets
caught up in the latest fashion
and technology, the poor of
Eastern Europe simply struggle

to survive, particularly during the

harsh winter when the
temperatures plummet well
below zero for numerous
months... The Popa family is a
caring family who has no idea how
they will survive the cold...

Maricica and Valeriu Popa enjoy a
modest life in a village in the
Southern area of Moldova. They
raise two wonderful girls, Luminita
(9) and Veronica (7). They endure
tremendous poverty,
but love and
encourage their
daughters that life is
not as hard as it
seems. This family of
four live in a tiny two-
room house we
would not consider
habitable in Australia,
but it is their home.
One room, the girls’
room, is used as a
kitchen, bathroom,
dining and bedroom.
The wall that divides

the girls’ room from their parents’
room is a heating stove. As they
have no wardrobe, they keep their
clothes in a makeshift wardrobe
made out of an old piece of fabric.
As they prepare food (never enough
to sustain them sufficiently) in the
same room as the clothes are kept,
they absorb the cooking smells,
leaving the girls embarrassed to go
to school as children taunt them for
being poor with foul smelling
clothes.

Despite this adversity, Luminita, in
second grade, loves reading books
and learning new things. She excels

at school and comes top of her
class! Veronica loves attending
kindergarten. She enjoys
memorising poems. “I like
going to kindergarten
because there we learn many
interesting things, play games
and it is warmer than at
home,” confessed Veronica
quietly, not to embarrass her
parents.

When winter hits, this family will
be in strife! The recent drought
not only pushed the prices of
food and commodities sky high,
those who rely on growing what
they can in the short summer, to
store it up for the winter for
themselves and their animals, are
people with empty cellars! Many
have had to sell livestock they
relied on for work and food because
they simply no longer have the
fodder and resources to feed them.
They have no idea how they will
face the winter’s frost... Maricica’s
prized possessions of 12 hens and
ducks have been preserved
thankfully, and provide a good food
source for the family.

Last year, they endured the
wintertime with little hardship, as
Valeriu was able to take their horse,
and collect firewood from the forest
or assist others, who in return would
give him flour, wheat and corn. Two
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carts of firewood were enough for
one month’s heating. The horse was
their basic income source. However,
they lost their horse last winter
when he broke the fence to find
food, overate and consequently
died. As if they could not take
anymore grief, in the summertime
Valeriu, while working, fell from a
tractor and broke his leg. The cost of
the surgery he required was
enormous and with follow-up
surgery looming, they have no idea
how they will find the funds for it.

With Maricica the
only adult
capable of
earning an
income, until
Valeriu
successfully
recovers from the
subsequent
surgery on his
lame leg, she is
working tirelessly
to provide
whatever income she can. “I know
I need to trust God for His
provision in this crisis, but we
are exhausted... We are in so
much debt to pay for the basics
needed for survival, such as
bread, electricity, gas and
schooling, we are completely
incapable of providing the
clothing and shoes our growing
girls need...”

They hold off heating their tiny
home, until absolutely necessary, as

wood is very expensive. Their gas
stove is unsafe and has only one
burner working. In the evening,
dinner is tea with bread and cheese
they have produced themselves. The
tea is prepared with a makeshift
plastic container, as they could not
afford a proper kettle or saucepan...

This is only one family among
thousands, who will join thousands
more elderly and disabled people
who have no idea how they will face
the harsh winters of Eastern Europe.
They lack warm shoes, thick
clothing, warm blankets, medicines,
food, wood, and fodder for their
animals and they need our help!

Mission Without Borders,
through our 'Operation
Winter Rescue' deliveries,
will provide the families,
elderly and disabled with
what they need, as far as
our resources stretch,
please help where you can!

Let Us Not Forget the Children!

As we consider the harsh Eastern European winter let
us not forget the plight of our sponsored children,
and all children who reside in the 210+ Children’s
Homes Mission Without Borders assists every year!

Winter will not be any easier on them...The
governments that run the Children’s Homes simply

do not have the resources to buy winter clothing and
shoes for the children... There is no planned defense
against the onslaught of bone-chilling winds — winds
that will infiltrate the poorly heated buildings they
call home. Kids grow and grow, they also play hard,
which means they need clothes every year. For the
kids in Children’s Homes, most if not all clothing is
shared, in a pool, and therefore your gift this year
that buys a warm winter coat will be passed down
and down until it wears too thin.

We need to help, and | know you see this as a
priority and your gifts in prior years have proven you
have responded to this critical need with love and
compassion — thank you!

If you would like to help, your gifts are always
appreciated. The wonderful thing about ‘Operation
Winter Rescue’ is this gift of warmth is an expression
of God's love and the recipients of this blessing do
see Jesus is what we are doing — praise God!
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CHILDREN ARE OUR FUTURE

CHILDREN ARE OUR FUTURE.
THEY ARE THE FUTURE OF
AUSTRALIA AND THEY ARE ALSO
THE FUTURE OF EASTERN
EUROPE!

It is hard to comprehend hundreds of
thousands of kids languishing in
Children's Homes... but this is the
reality in the field countries in which
we work. Many children are orphans,
but there are many others who live in
these Homes because of poverty or
neglect. The sadness expressed on
their faces tears our heart strings,
because the emotional scars of not
knowing the constant love and care
of a healthy family will stay with
them for life. They are ostracised by
society and their future is bleak. Not
only will they experience their
formative years in Homes where they
are often not fed and cared for
adequately, but their future after
graduation is very bleak...

HOW IS MISSION WITHOUT
BORDERS FACING THIS
SITUATION, AND ARE WE
MAKING A DIFFERENCE?

We are making a very real difference,
one child, one Children’s Home at a
time!

When you Sponsor a Child
through our Child Rescue
International, Child Sponsorship
Program, you are supporting all the
children in the Homes where they
live. Some live in Homes with as
many as 600 children, and others are
now living in familial-type Homes in
Romania, with varying success.

Their needs are many! The
governments of our field countries
simply do not have the resources to
adequately feed, clothe, provide
medically and educationally for the
kids. Despite the poverty, the prices
of food, clothing, footwear, all
consumerables, have gone through
the roof and these children are some
of the greatest sufferers... and few
are advocating for them... As
governments only contribute a mere
fraction of the funds needed, the
Homes are constantly appealing to
MWSB for help. Through your giving

and the generosity of companies we
are able to purchase and provide the
resources they need. Food bolsters
their diet, medical supplies are
invaluable, clothing and footwear
ward against the cold and education
supplies and funds for renovations of
dilapidated facilities produce amazing
results!

When | toured a number of Homes in
Moldova last year, the resounding

The 5-day Club ministry is
having a wonderful impact

message from the Directors of the
Homes was “Thank you! We simply
could not do it without you! Our
governments do not care about our
children and do not provide the
funds we need! We are simply
forgotten! We need your continuous
help! Thank you for everything you
have done so far! Let us show you
the results of our partnership so far
and then we would love to show you
how we need your comprehensive

K

support for the future!” They were
not asking for luxury, they were
simply pleading for the basics...

Most children in the Homes own
nothing... Some are fortunate to
own a toothbrush and toothpaste.
The facilities are often unspeakable
and if the Homes were in Australia,
they would have been condemned
years ago. Imagine living in a
Children’s Homes with hundreds of
kids and sharing a filthy,
outdoor bathroom...

' HOWEVER, OUR MINISTRY
! GOES BEYOND THE
' PHYSICAL...

f The '5-DAY CLUB' sums up
our aims for these kids.
“I' made a good decision to
attend the '5-DAY CLUB'. My
knowledge about Jesus has
grown enormously! | now
understand about God's plan
for creation and how | have
never been alone... As we
were shown Jesus'’
crucifixion, the music and
description of those cruel
events conjured up such a
strong response in me; it felt
like | was on Golgotha Hill
when Jesus died on the cross
for our sins... | want to give
my heart to Jesus, because
He died for my sins,” said
Mihail.

When these children come
to the Home from their
families, they often have
little knowledge of social
skills and can be a real
handful. In the '5-DAY
CLUB', run by MWB, they
learn social skills, as well as
about God's Creation and their value
as His Children. As a result of the
Club, the regular Christian Input,
Emotional Support Lessons and Bible
Correspondence Courses they can
participate in, great changes become
evident in the children. The children
and often older teenagers become
more tender-hearted and choose to
follow Christ. Prior to their
involvement in the '5-DAY CLUB',
many were afraid to discuss the




sl & 2 MYV i e

e Rl e Me ] e VY

Children are our Future

concept of God, but the course
produces wonderful results of
encouraging the kids to open up,
share and learn.

Viorel preparing for Baptism

As we minister to children in the
Homes, we see time and again, they
are very easily influenced by others in
their environment. They often
become victims of violence and
abuse, inside and outside of the
Home, and as a result, more often
than not, choose to join the
perpetrators for survival's sake...
Viorel Constantin is a young man
who was raised in such a Children’s
Home. Most of the children in his
Home were badly behaved and he
became easily influenced by them.
Now in his early twenties, he says he
is not proud of many of the things he
did in the past. Viorel was
abandoned as a baby and knows
nothing about his family. This fact
had a tremendous impact on his life
and as a result he became a real
rebel. He couldn’t understand why he

was abandoned and why he had to
suffer so much. A few years ago,
Viorel's life changed when he heard
about Jesus for the first time. In
Craiova, the
town where he
was living,
wonderful
ministry sprung
up from MWB
and the local
church, both
with big hearts
for teenagers like
Viorel. Viorel
started to attend
the church and
slowly he began
to open up, to
read God's Word
and talk to God
about his
problemS. As a
result, Viorel made the decision to
close the book on his old life, give his
life to Christ and turn his life around!
Following graduation, he enrolled in
MWRB's Carpentry Course - and he
has never looked back! The great
thing about this Carpentry Course is
the dedication
to prepare these
kids for life, not
just give them
practical skills.
Viorel lapped up
the Christian
Input lessons,
Bible studies
and loved
attending the
local church. His
life made a
complete turn
around!

#:..__’.l i

the Horhé staff are thankful for all donations

There was a huge day of
celebration when Viorel was
baptised and also received the
Diploma for his Carpentry
Course. Since that time Viorel
has managed to secure
employment and is working
toward providing for himself and
finally marrying his sweetheart.
She too grew up in the Children’s
Home, but for now is completing
Mission Without Border’s Sewing
Course, so she too can start her
adult life with the skills to be
self-sufficient.

This story reflects the
different facets of MWB'’s
ministry. Here was a young boy,
who felt abandoned, unloved and
reacted in ways that were not
appropriate. God reached out to Him
through the local church and our
ministry, providing healing for his
wounds and now he has his life
ahead of him with Jesus by his side
and the prospects of a family life of
self-sufficiency! Join with us as we
continue to reach out to children like
Viorel — through child sponsorship or
donations to our general ministry-
ensuring our Child Care ministry
provides for the spiritual, emotional,
educational and material needs of
thousands of children who need to
know someone cares...

Contact us if you are
interested in Child
Sponsorship:(02) 9793 8100
Email: australia@mwbi.org
Or alternatively, fill in the
coupon overleaf, or visit
our website
(WWW.MWB.ORG.AU)

for children waiting for
Sponsorship now! m
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B Can you find it in your heart to sponsor one of
the children in our ‘Child Rescue International’
Child Sponsorship Program?

B Or families in our Family-to-Family Program?

If you can, please contact us, or fill out the coupon below.
Alternatively, if you visit our Website: www.mwb.org.au,
you can see children and families waiting for sponsorship now!
We have children and families who would love to know someone cared.

B Or perhaps you have been inspired and would like to regularly support
Vocational Training — through our Vocational Training Pledge Program

B Or Scholarships through our regular Scholarship Fund Pledge Program

If so, please fill out the coupon below or contact us for details!

oL
A"
|

Yes! | would like to Support Mission Without Border's Ministry
by joining one of the Pledge Programs:

._ —
- .

D | WOULD LIKE TO SPONSOR A FAMILY THROUGH YOUR 'FAMILY-TO-FAMILY' PROGRAM ($35/MONTH)

from [ Albania [] Bosnia [] Moldova [] Romania [ Ukraine
] 1 wouLD LIKE TO SPONSOR A CHILD THROUGH YOUR 'CHILD RESCUE INTERNATIONAL' PROGRAM ($40/MONTH)
from ] Ukraine ] Moldova ] Romania
[ Boy O Girl
] 1 wouLD LIKE TO REGULARLY SUPPORT YOUR VOCATIONAL EDUCATION PLEDGE PROGRAM MISSION
for $ /month WITHOUT
OR |:| contact me with details BORDERS

Reaching People for Christ
D | WOULD LIKE TO REGULARLY SUPPORT YOUR SCHOLARSHIP FUND PLEDGE PROGRAM

for $ /month
OR |:| contact me with details

Name:
DONOR NUMBER (IF KNOWN)

Address: | ENCLOSE MY FIRST SPONSORSHIP PLEDGE OF $ /MONTH
Phone: For a credit Card please fill in the details below
Email: L] Amex [] Visa [] Mastercard

Please make your cheque payable to TR (OARVAERJIOOM Name on card (Print)

Mission Without Borders email: australia@mwhbi.org . _

PO Box 265 Bankstown NSW 1885 www.mwb.org.au [EEUEIVIS Expiry Date




